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FOR NEA ONLY 

E.Q. 12065: ;N/A 
TAGS: PINS, ASEC, AF, UR 

SUBJECT: \NEK YORK TIMES" REPORTEDLY QUESTIONS SOVIET RES- 
PONSIBILITY IN THE HANDLING OP THE KIDNAPPING OF AMBASSADOR 

DUBS 

J. ON FEBRUARY 17, VISITING -Nr* YORK "IMES" REPORTER TRLM- 
3-,"_ TCLC AN EMBASSY C^";CER 'HAT HIS NEWSPAPER hAO RECEIVE- 
THE PREVIOUS CAY PROM THE DEPARTMENT QF STATE A SIX-PAGE 
BRIEFING PfkPER ON THE KlLuING OP AMBASSADOR DUBS THAT *AS SO 
INTERESTING , AT THE -,NYT" GAVE IT FRONT-PAGE TREATMENT. 
HE ADDED, HOwEVER, THAT EDITORS HAD 'TONED DOWN' SOME 0~ 
THE 0EPARTMENT-PRQV10ED MATERIAL CRITICAL OP THE SOVIET ROLE 
IN THE INCIDENT, BECAUSE THEY POUND IT TOO EXTREME AND NOT 
SUPPORTED BY THE AVAILABLE EVIDENCE. 

2, in response to trumbull's questions about that ?qtkt % he 
was told that embassy officers definitely sah soviet ?et<- 
sonne; at the incident site, observed their activities, and 
talked directly * i th thcm from time to time. the american 
officer did not, however, hear any op the conversations be- 
tween the soviet advisors and the afghan police. trumbull 
limited official use 
_; m :tec c^icial use 
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INFLUENCE SOVIE" ADVISORS S-SEWHESH' IN <A3jL MIGHT" mAvE -iA~ 
*:*-* THCSE mI3H A? SHAN OFFICIALS WHO MADE THE OPERA" I CNAl 

decisions. 

i. REOUEST: MAY THE EMSASSY PLEASE HAVE A COP* Q r r .^E SI<- 
-A3E BhIEPJNG PAPER TQ »H!Cm TRUMBULL REFERRED? ACC-I ~ IC.NA. _ 
MAy WE PLEASE HAVE A COPY OP THE "NEW YORK TIMES" AR'IC.E 
^ASED UPON THE BRIEFING ?&?£%! 
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